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A 5!1;ry of the Big West
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CHAPTER X1I.
The Gates of Pavadise.

ITEN the duyv was

trounulotiely TR T the
s oand the sky
woft blum and tender
green with 11, sl the little

Lrvaking

miintinin ¢
Wim il

tirseze wan st ppringing up and
frofeking with thn Prst wiep  of
pmoke from ‘he ratge-houss chim

ney, they rode out of the corrnle

Yvoune rode a lttie aliewd of Mal
upon Htarlight, the whitte-stockinged
colt he bad broka tor her He coull
pea the curve of her chosk, with a
warm flush upon It Hke the flush of
the coming day

Thus they rade on across the sweep
of the meadow and turned nto the
trall which leads (nto the Jaws of g
1'ine Canyw wiill with no spoken
word between theim, still with Yvonne
horse: turning, shic spoke 10 him,

And here suddenly ahe drew o her
horme, turning, she spoke to him,
1 wonder'—und he leancd for-
ard a lttle to cateh her low tones
—if you mind EIVINE over your dny
to mei” ) -

“I'da be happy, Misa Yvonne

He meant to go sn, 10 teil hor how
mueh her friendaliip meant to him
after all that he was, ail that she
knew of Mm.

But he couldn’t Aind the words, so
pold wimply, “1I'd be happy 1T

She thanked Bim az mimply, and
agaln they rode on, side by side now

when the widening trail  allowed,
silent again.
Bo slowly did they rlde now, so

often }-uuu or turt psido to follow an
unexplored. fnviting tradl, that it was
aften 10 o'clock when they came to
the Valley of the Watertfalls,

“Of all spots in the world this s
the most wonderful!™ cried Yvonne
happily, "1 think thot if I had my

gabin there, bullded of preat logs, with
wide doors and a big rock Hreplace—
there upon the knoll where the five
ok are—with jittle sheives for dishes
and big shelves for books—I could
find the contentment which all of us
dream about and so fow of ue find,
1t malicg me wonder—dors It yonvt—
what cities are for."

“It's gover'ment land, miss,'” he told
k‘h-'r, amiling under her bright enthusl-

Asm.  UIt's Anybody’s as wants it—

' -
i
il the logs and rocks are all handy ™

The valley wios no blgger than her
gociuded, favorite corner of Central
Park.

Op all sides rose the eliffa stoeply,
bare and rugged and bluck here, all
covered with trailing vines there,

Ha) staked out the horses and slows
Iy went up the knoll, where Yvonne
had already gone.,  There he foumld
Jer nented with her back to the big-
gast of the tree Lrunks, ber handa
viasped about her koees, her hat
flung to Lthe grass,

He dropped down beside her and
made hin cigaretts,

Yeaterdoy—last had
bean drunk.

few short hours ago his soul
had been geething with rebellion, bit-
ter and reckless.

He remoembered how Yvonne had
come to him, the look that had been
whipped Into her eyes, the other look
which drove that one out.

night—he

He ald not turn to ber, but lay
still, staring Into the »ky.
“We'll be golug before iong,” she

told him, watehing the frolic of the
Mream. “Father will be coming out
soon~—1 don’t know what has delayed
him ®so long—and then we'll all be
.-,-nltl!g."

] “I'm sorry,” he suld lamely, and he
A did not look ot her. “It's goln' to
be—anll 4if'rent when you go.”

1 “Don’t let’s talk wbout i1, ahe suid
% quickly., “I don’t know that | wuant

. lo go. It's been 80 wonderful out
! here,
| “And now,” brightly, getling to her
1 feot and golng for her little pareel of

lunch, “we're golng to hinve our lunch,

Oh, | know (t's not noon yel: but we
vwere up enrly and nelther of us hod
“much breakfast, 'l venture. [f you'll
maks the fire for coffee 'l sel the
table "

Ho went about the bullding of the

ural to do this, they had done il toe-

i zether so muny thimos hefore, wand paw
here wius coming the end of i,

But it Yvonne's thoughts run with

{ in ahe at least gave no slgn of 1t as
i) he went singing over her work

W A real womun, o Lrue  woman,

S something to slip devper Into a man's

Teart than uny ol Yws faney hud

evor builded for bim,
The coffes had bolled, and he

had

pet it anlde when e heard her yooone
culling gayly to him that dinney wis
served,

He drove o mmiile nto Yis orers os
he got up from his knoes and Joned
her under hivr ook, careviog tha cuffes
with kim. n

They st down, with the napka
sprend on the grass weoeen iy —
uh, how many, many Vimes hoad they
feasted thus tosether, an oy ne it
an two ehibirer, and how g a1y
Jayvs woanl! teme and go hine z
with U only the momgery pf L

. jaya 1i%= this

g For n Litt he dropped | PO e

| ne fell the amile dying oul of ‘
He =uw the cold meat pnd =aml
wiehis nnd vlives, the L cups '
wile ind thep suddonly Hhe Llaid
vashed hotly into his vee and o oat
ngain, leaving 1t very whine

Ak Yvonn he etrimd Nust

towant it And ol Lo,
ashivpod !’

rilpnnderstand,”  sho  sild
,1 gontiy. Y1 know hoaw it is. Mather
uaed o drink sometimes oo mueh,
I know how e felt the next duy,
You nevi It LUlesse deluh it=-dnink

\

!

L Y Y Yy

LY
- a - & Ppmlim 1hat
» " 1 faw
¥ v Mp In em
nake GO BLswer
w b e said agsin
» i » and wanl
poabd jifted the
. . Bt e sunliEhl danced
king a! ber ploadlly, bie
tare e, e anid

¥ " Msa Yvenne—and
Chot 4 "

IR | ALK, Bot »lowly, a8 was
n o llal s way, but fakiug 11 awift-
» 1 ‘e glase he slipped lute
e p L TA)

Thank yow" she sald simpiy

A pow what wili you bave Biey
) .
CRReL oY "
Hie

sltuve Lo make thelr jHtle nral
logelher un erry ss the others Lhad
beon

Mt already the shatow of tamor
| “w b . ’ -
sk 1t aiil o | L T
] .

I b & what 1t Is to have duys
when vvervihing & o T piveEa, T Bhie
wepl n ) enn # i a littie
can't | A teacher i 14 ey
pupll now and 1 int shim?
And | have nover soolibd ) yool

I can 1 UL porivages, bt aiine
T wm Eiug away prewty soun, amd it
In Vel JRelY That We gt peser guing
Lu #ew ¢ h othier aga.n

ot ¥ oum nwy ot 1o forget. And,
oh, if Svu only kimw Low glad It
Woldd ks e to Jusk poine ibeer § oh
a8 You Nave ooy since | st LG "
Bear Track 10 Know that! sou wers
Boing whivad and being o mang that
youl wero doing your best; that soun
Wire Witing the Fowl mag i Y ou Colbe
t thin top

Andd, Hal, do you khow that If you
Bive up now (F you siip back into the
olil wiye, would mike meo very un-
b e friend should not make

another unlosppy, ahould he
mrhe pansed o little, and he Kopew
how hard v was for her to go on.
But e did pot leok up at her—did not
spoak
“"Whent 3ou

drink-<ltks that, you
tre Killing the best that is in you,
un't sou know 1t? It s w horrible
Phlne, an ugly thing, and you ure too
good for 1

“1 don’t want you to pronisea ma
that you will never drink sgalng but

Won't yYou promise me, can't you
promise e, that you will pnever go
down again like you did yesterday ™

"t 1 promised anything,” ha de.
manded  suddenly,  half fiercely,
“would you belleve it after——

“ATer anything,” simply. “If you
promised I know that you would do
what you saud you would do!™

“Y ol are the sweetest, best lady in
all the world!™ he oried out suddenly,
brokenly, “Aund Ul promise, All that's
decent In me (s there because of you—
it belongs to you!*

He jerked up his head then and et
his torn cizaretie papwer futter to the
wround. And she saw the pain in s
eyes and the sadness and the hunger,

He was standing above her, and sho
saw the ahiver foat ran over hils hody
ns he strove o Keep the calmness in
his words.

“I't g0 on and be a man, any.
woy. Pl pronse, and il keep my
promise,  Ana |t s Deenust-—wny, its
Jen' bovause 1 love you!™

Ha broke off suddenly and turned
B ay, aircady cursing bimself for a

Y ton, was on lhier feel, &4 wide
eder in e eves
“Hut Hibyl! You'e—

“Bibyl was only Sibyl—-and 1 was
1-'.';II fivf W spell=and you—ara you'"

Then he turned swiftly and saw
that the startled wonder hadl gone
ot of her eyes und that another
hight was there

Amd b knew thon that the gates
to parndisa hod swung opan to him,
and that he was all unworthy Jto
enter-and he dropped 1o his Knees

bwrara her, his face in his hands, o
soly eatehing In his throat.

CHAPTER XII.
Oscar Plays Polker,

HERE were two
I wore aften  at
Trock, where
always a ready welcome,
and who were frequently
gone for many Aduys at a time,

One of them wan big John RBrent,
whno, besiriding styuliborn, aturdy
Nicadomus, Journeyed fur aficld and
w Littde mining and lumber camps to
cutry the word of Lord, 1ls
found many men who shrugged their
shoulders and turned awany from him
in contempt,

And he found, many men—
rough and with 1{ttie enough thought
aof God In thelr souls—who knew the
man In the praacher, and who gave
him thelip hunds heartily and were
glad to ses lilm,

When lin came upon an outfit that

men who
the Bear
thoy found

Lhie

Lo,

fire in & heovy silence, It was so nat-Was short-handed he shed his coat and

diropped into the vacant place, doing
the work of two et 8o Lt they

forgotl that he wis o avhier ant
Haw only that he was 4 man with a
grant, heirty, coptagious lnogh and a
broad ssmpathy and an awde rstanding
that Wan greater than thers,

Wihen there was o mian Lurt by »
full e timber Jobin Brent found bl
LN B s i Lise o Wornan

thora wis o bab brop iy

bewildised men

thin [riave de Biting has syuloe

daitie o lus Goil, Poliod i hia givovis
Al saved LWo Liven

Whist ther man who came and went
fieol upon the Bear Prack o was
Prinive Victor, the gamb Men sukig
That e War harveastin ricli grop
Ihis  Mear- Lhat b, too, ponght out
By puibdy v ciumapem, Wi i
Eivide and gener LTI | tn
i BONVTEY ksl s wan Johin Jtrent

el i tan b blurdke satobio]
W Linin fidvip hiem & e strn "
T W rivel 1o Wt - al nt

b

hi ik whior L aht b wirl

. 1A | ung ALl Hollowhy,
Alin vl el Lhe Mear Trock sn abs
rug L ben tuwen with the gold
[y ol wg s Lo dry
il hieyond ] ]

Theres Wos Ivgfresya's
i UL s athilng to hint tha: L
maeh as remembiered that he  had

Wiven o knife dn'o & man's back

Nor was thers g hiht anywhiera [ RIETY

e siooulil ever e enllod te aecount

for the thing mhivh hie hind dopne
For Blavk Mol hod ot spuken.

v that his

' o void not stop with the
Kitiing of At
Men i | the way of
1 4 ad Ll with miuriesrers, and
T el oslate Was Hutig tuu
Cieal alrendy
Thera would come a mercilneg in
vestigation, thera would be  ptern
quostions st why Dufrosne and Yel
o Jime pmd Clab Jordan Hed met
In the rock-rimmed hodow at night,;
why Uncar KEstabrook bhad  juvioed
Ll
Fren, bwonuse the whale deal had
boen s bodid and bwecinne e who
Wontdd ash g s Wik w o ot foole,
It would nor be many dass antil tha
cattle vountry, from enil Poanel of i,
rang with the pews of Uscar Fasta
brouk's conndvance wilth thieves o
rob his own fal And, In Black
s of thiinking, Justlce wonld

meet
late: Wil AndyY wis ba Jdead now as
he would aver bn

Black Hal Knew, ton, that the five
hundred stesrs that hud been driven
back intu the mountains from he
lovel lnnds wers still browsing in tha
norrow villeys; that not yet had they
been turned over to Willoughby of
the Double Trinngls

IFor twice at night, when Yvonne
Hisuag it al Lid was working in his
vave, v had ridden as far as the
horder Hne, and had seen that Yel-

the ganibier soun or

low Jim and =hifty Ward still had
thelr camp thers, and that all was
well.

Sinca the night of the wild storm
thers had been only clear days and
plghts, Perhaps that was the reason
that pothing hiad been done, or pwrs
haps ste had been a hiteh acmes
where that had delayed Willoughby.

Now amun Dufresne was at the
Bear Track-—=the same amiling, ur-
bane, courteous Dufresne that he had
ever been. One would have sald
thiut there was nothing of weight In
Lis mind, no tiny fleck of shadow
wcrons his horizon,

He watted upon Mre. hatabrook ns
though she hud been the great lady,

he the gallant ecounrtier,

sho compared him with John Brent
and confided in whomever would
Listen that the Prince came very

maeh nearer being her idea of what
a man of God should be than the
great, lumbering uneouth savage with
the vouws of a bull and the manners
uf o boar.

He danced attendanes
and made her sueh delie Bpeeclies
that  Louls  Dancer began to  be
VIR Uely uneasy,

Atd although he was quick to are

upon Evhl,

LEI.:I Fern mistrusied him and that
Yvonne disliked him, he nover lost
the oe

asion 1o anticipate thelr wanta,
10 merve thom at table, 1o think of the
lttle things which made for their
comfort,

Hiack Hal kept his eve npon him
whenever there  wos opportunity,
never secing anything but the pol-
lahed oxterior and gvntly courteous
nuanner, .

Hut he witched Osear, too, and
here, In the nervous, anxious eyen
Wis a barometer which he could not
misrend,
| Anil he knew that Oscar wan stand-
N upon the hrink of the last at-
€81 wrong-Jdoing, Sigpeam)

It ain't muany
hitnsell heavily.
to stop 1

To-night the light burnoed
(‘l\-'-lr"u roon. I o e "

Black Hal woine by 1o
house wtopped o litt]e
shaking his head,

For he heard Oscar's voic

: f alee pnd -
:rum-n. heard that other souud he

new so well, the rattle and click of
peker chipa,

“The pore fos]!"
pore fool'"

T-nlizhi

JAays off” ha told
And how'm | goin’

the bunk-
and went on,

he muttered, “The

: 1t had been Oxe

when the ere hild gone to ;,I'rl‘;:‘:"
rapned soft!y at Dufresne's dnor wnd
had wugpesied that they play cird
ust the two of 1 e Cires,

' Illrfrt-:ll- nad lonked up with na
NUCh of surprise (n his L T
"I""" allawoeld o ahow hepe, and bl
e i ' . pot
ok il 1: Huy he Hed L was lute,
SYON'YA L0t o play potarted On.
P Wotiy.  “L wint iny revence, | 1
AN win to-nlzi sl T kpow 1!
And Vi i . | e y
Chisnie ™ - sl
b adwaye wi + ta dn § oo
. 2 e
. L Iafrorns SOt 1 hew
oue pardon. for niilee )
bald o gaod geal of your paper al
" 15, Vb ] raper mls
fhsrar Muarlicd L tonl e s
Wl by ler the polite plirasing
and Jeried Yis Yl ot of | s ket
FIOWIRE it full of crumpled  bank
Nl oa, -

“U barrowsd 1t from my m ithar "
ha pald huirahiy “And if you're no
Frald 1 wive Iy has t» hor In ¢
] Fhine, il wlll re i | nf poma

OoFf My plpaer*
TN L ask vour pardon” Ianghed
TVafrcane, gottinm 1 his teet amid fol.
wWinhEZ Dis Hisst @ Al hier rivam
LLTT R ETTL S PPN T Fistns
) I 11 Py Nuple 2w hirewk n
[ittla tevar igh ™
hehr minde no answer s e roare |

Wmanlf a dpink foom the bottie on the

o) = nff ) Wt hn ol toil Yta
n athing oyt the bhan i
Ul tatle

“Thrye's fiva hundred dolinrs thara *

he wald, 1ossitng tha money over to
Pulecnna to oount.  “JU's on the tahle,
and s tubileestakes toanight

Liufréspe giunced at the bills ana

i i i
| ' & mvusnd
1 1 1 " I
' " fi
bimtis i
" any (L o R LA 1 L
W Cljra and wds fremn the
Wwir
Nira Jortk-pote, swestened fiva
il lars vvery Litie i J
You ara out fur blo min A .
froming W t'e | hat's &
mian'e wWay o ! b r
He en N Ohesar w | 1
Anil thon they plays ) NN Tl
the o L ] | mhily nnu
foms ol il oW kil
upe as thew fel f weo by o
wIME W b e anld
erternndly s W yawning u httie
ol pily
He clicked Bis chips o '
atared abont o o, lis oy
s o i i

Oof the dark-evnd
This tigesnn fhis ooy ge volung fol-
low across tha table from Yim

And wam o viurue hint of ade-
miration in his ook when it went to
the pleture, 4nd a vaguer hint of con
teinpt In It when it cama bick 1o
Fatabroolk,

Onee when Osear had lost heavily
he got up and went to the other table
whers the Dattie was and drank

Dufresnes, carviessly raking in the
ple of chips, did pot turn, but sald
Evntiy:

“You've got the making of a great
poker player In you, Estabrook. And
soma  day you'll learn that & man
mustn't toueh that stuff while he s
playine,  I1t's just as well” —shaffling
with swift, delicate fingers—"nnt to
touch it ut My Jdenl, 1sn't 1?
Yen, you lost that on your own deal*

It wius Just as well to impress 1t
upon him, for presently he wis golng
to lose aguln—on Dufresnes doal,

He yuwned apain, and agnin his
oyes went 1o the pleture on the
dresser,

UNeat time vou've got Lo glve yours-

there

seif o better hand™

Oscar made po reply as ha camo
back to his choir and pooked up hia
cards os they foll bwfore him. As he

Jooked at them he smiilvild and covered
the smile with pursed lins

Inifresne's eyves dropped awifily,

That tune Oxcar won, and the next
time.

Ifresne glanced at tha little clock
Avrora the room and noted that it was
whready after 10 e was both tired
from his day's ride and sloopy. And
after that Oscar waot bat

At half past twelve Lafresne got Lo
his feet, slipped the roll of bilis Inte
his vost pocket and sished a Httle

Alowd he said, Juying hin hand gli'n!-
1y upon Fstabirook's n: "You have
ran itto the tonghest vein of lard
lack 1 ever saw™

And to himself,
'‘Nout bad for u night's p

very contentediy.
K-up."

Onenr did not noeve us e sat at the
table, his elbow upon the = st
[\ s, his chin sunx in b i, Hils

vyes moody and restivs

Dufresne stood over fim, u Httie bes

hind him, smiling o the con-
tempt in hus ayes unvelled now.

“I'm  sorry, Estabrook, lis  sald
quietly when Oscar did not look up
“You may tot belisve 11, bhut Pm
sorry. I'd hava beon glad 1o have
lost to you for & change it It was

the vards
out his
1o

all in
acar threw
sweeplng the cards
Jurked up his hogd
In hils eyes wWias n (o
even the man so se

v suddenly
+ floor, and

that startisd
e down

into men's sotls raw and gqulverning
“Damn your sorrow eried  ths
young I w  hoarpely “You've
cleaned me agaln, and that's all you
care. T-T— What ara you walting
for?  Haven't 1 enld that you've
cloanead ma®
od night!™ sald Dufresne qulet.

v, {rom the doar
And when Estnbronk
awer, but strode to the s

ue e shiade and staro it n "
phglit, hie Gpened the doot t out
aid closed It giiet tiil

For i \ r |} K
frowned el ' t hrens
And then, i Bies Bdiarid 1 o o
door tut Lot " ' \
i thankir 1 | (LN R L]
Civine b lig AUUE & i i :
ot tial

2 What do

Then Lo Lrivan ofl | "
AUBeT wWint oat of bis
e o strange It | ' Billy
el them

It was Foern Winston

She sume (i qietly ol 3 4
closed tha door behind bel, saying ns
waord Jie sppw it mhin woam s
nigntdress, he ol swe 1he dain
W tin of har gown jwe i i depr
the kimone shia Bad Lorswn finsgsly
bt

Ha = her bura faae 1y oF ttla
Alippers, siw 1he N i f tPHE it
porons whiiel ) ¢ e Tin hemid o
hier F, 1 f 1 her Lireant as
Ehe Lreg Liedd les '

Novap il hor givlisl Lo kel
rr soft and w {eprfny ' et
fievny 1 wh o 4 A :

} ' \ Nl
I t '
!

she Aidn't \ e i1
nt L] I ' VR W .
ML ) il ' i

! i ¥ 4
af prile mnd P to thie e b
tepes] acrop thin Ny ta ths hat il
il mlins A the ather tabiv, to the

plcture on lils dresser,

s O

/

“Fern, he mald o lilm
oonte guardedly low oand Wiy
o Nttle with the same Nt
Ehit shisnm i s sy ns el o “
through s pervous e,
ol don't understand Y oo af
ter iddnieht. They wotlld think

" Ny o knew Lhat ol wers
Jis o

I doesn’t matter wlint gwigile
think®"

Hie Hfted her head & litde and
ookl al Bl dn Lo dusey deple
Gf hor syes e maw  only  wenriness

anld Lopelessnems, tn the low vouive he
sotin] that sahe wan tired and heart
mlok,

"I don’t ears what paople think,

“Itat Farn, dear”

He lerked down the shiads and cama
to Lier, putting out his arms inipul-
slvely to tuke her to Wim

Hhm did not speak, just banding a
Httle over him, her hand golng out
slowly until it vested upon his head,
her lingars wandering gently through
his hiidr.

“If yon only knew, Farn,” ha want
on  brokenly, his arms tightening
about har with his flux of emotjon
until they hurt her, “you waoull never
‘WAND 10 weo e agaln, If Wt Just
that I had broken my promilss to you

Just that | hud gambiled my tnonsy

and my father's money ol might
forgive ma, 1tut that's not the worst
of 11! 1 have tried, Fearn; trisd so
hard, And 1 have wanted to be
waorthy of van And T huve pane an
siipping down and down uniil-—oh,

You would bate me**
“Orserar,” eha said then, hier words

droppinge down to him with o 5% ent-
ness which hurt hilm, “what you hiave
fonn doesn’t muttor, 1f vou vve ddone
Wrang I oam sorey, so sorrs for you,
dear: but 4t doesn't r onow

Aot care whond You have dotn, Osear,
what the world would say of 10 if the

wurlil knew. Yestorday (s (doad, dear

It Is tocmorrow that eovnt 4
ty monhe a
My

“Iry yOu love ma enon
new start now? I ok Wwant
enotgh ta atop now In the way
hre golng™ Are vou strong ot
i It doesn"t matter what
vansquences are, I you can hegin

now to e hounest with vourself and
With me, to s straleht, and to be-
Kinoan abaolistely new 1ife with an

ibsolutely cloan stnte

iIF you van do
that, Oncar, thut

I all that matters.

Itut, dear, thete mist Lo uu mwore—
wiletnlgen **
When ne @il not answer she loos-

encd his hands from about s kneen
atild drew him up so lie @tood
Ciuse to her,

SUIL sahe Leld Nite Bands, and as he

(811184

Hfted his head slowly sne looked
devp Into his eyeas

"o you love me enoiech, do you
wint me enough, to hicek the old
Iite short or? If there lLre conse-
NUEBCes Lo miffor wo w suffer them

- thee, Arnsddl wo won't tore, for we
Will have the world befors us, and
our e ahead of us, nad our drsima
wan't be deadl. 1 won't find fault,
fear, We will Just take things to-
And we w forevt, Jor |
Know yon have teled*”

"Fern' -

Her heart heard the thine Lo wam

pether,

Eoinge to say. And tha Jove which
doos not Wind a womnn, bt whink
mokes her mea gn eclogriy tha thing
which 13 hiddén ta ather eyes, smiw

tho thing that wus bhreleinge throyyk
the shatows tn the man's son!

And she lald hnr finger acrons hin
s and Arow im nrma phont her
her Hpw maving o Jitte fa thies tin-
Kpoken words which gushed up from

Vit

Bhe waa thunking God for toe
miehit, that o had eadled and thae

o bl & ! ) ihe w Wine
tiad for o Rl

= =

CHAPTER X111,
!Hm'k Hal Takes Charge,

CTUR I PRESNE In reals
! ) 11 0 AL
il very slo
Ve yuse, upon go'te hark
Ll L he hnd throw
! welf Jrim s hidd 1 YA
Tropped an n owi*h it puttineg ant
hin 'rlt‘ thn anrae of evient >
the Tear Trock was thrown shorply
IRl R oW Frosee

Hin 1 et - ward
the bunk e, aned had wiapped sl
wl# v I the shhdpw f the him oak
| tw 5 ] ]

[ | % and Tt i
" | v
' L B s Lo iyt P
Lo IiRee

1t Yomedan more " . +

L ' m (L Inifres
would ride buck Into the mountnins
th } i W Jjm 'l and Bhifty

CWard and glive the sigasl for the

7

P 0 ey
HE DROSBED TO MiS U] 72N

HIS FAGR |1 i3 HAND S

rig liing  of Ave Nudeed mleern
weronm the horder

The cowboy knew That Club Jordan
had not comee nta Hhe buok houss 1o«
nilht, and Lhings uroused his
sMumpletons

S e wit Aown In the ghadows and
witehed and waited

fittln
Httle

An hour, two hours—he did pot
know the ome deneced hyoand by,
ton, grew alecpy 18t st e mat,

leaning back acainat the bole of the
trea, winlting

e gaw Csear lp up the window
phiade and stand sturing oul into the
durineas

Isifresnn must have gone back to
his own room Inoa littls he would
POt ot Bis g and go to bed

Phut sl Black Hal walied to be
Crriain

lim snw that Oscar had wheelad
whonnt ) Lo garesmend tha ! some ne ol
voma into the reom, e s.w Lthn slimde
Jorked down

Had Dulresne rejoloed hlm?  He
could not tell Hy only knew, or
thought thist b hoew, that the g

DIFF A DL e die
pon (e Yellow Lighit of his lamp ol the
elgn of the window vurton

Naturallg, bis suspicions ed hitm
Into wn error, and lie soapposed that |t
wis Ivufresns with Felibrissg A,
sIppoRiIgg thot, 11 was mpsan natnral
Pt hils auspidcions s whit e phisrge=
whewd At the hasty way i which Uscar
drew s window slule

Al e was gabiborn in his resnlies
tion not to move natil aftor the lights
were out o both roors

After whnt seanps«l to hilm A Vary
Potiae thenw the ighil o Uscar s Tuoom
Wil ext sl balied

Al st e walted, for he conld

ot know that rvifrestin was already
asleop  His syes pestod now aiwhys
upon tha gnmblar'a winidow

The hiwvlarsl m DEPRDA e pid thnt at Arst
tim eonld not make out Then ha knaw
thot it ws thes s of 8 window he
Ine rvised very fawly, very Cau-
tiounsly

Thore wern wix windows nlong this
slde of the hoise  He Wil net tell

wlieh ana of them 1t whes

It wis not & window in Inifresne's
pon: the light thees 1ald Him that
\

Nt evervwliors olan along the wa'l

of the bailding the shadows lay thick
and hlack

Hiw hivard the window cateh, heard
the Jittie ellvk of the fastener which
hnld it ugen And 0 op o momant, hie
eyed atenoning into " 'I‘--.Illl-!'l_ I

form under Chscidrs win-

mands out a
dow
some ane Wiud gotten oul there and
wis moving swiftiy along towird the
far corner of the hmise In annther
moment the muving farm h turped
the corner and was lost to h
“Hewded toward the mount
He got qoickly ta his feel, ran
theoueh o 10000 pateh of starlighit, and,
shindow Iying closs tn
whlking now, swifuy but

the houss o
noinelissly, fuliowed whera the glther
k] 1 e

"o thonght of his horse, hut there

2 ot time to drop back, He would
?"_'_"._‘ "‘. v a1 -‘-’ intil he knew

’ were TP r %ar und uatlil
ha saw if he took L0 Buras an i rede
He was t thatl he would find
ot 0ais b ! it flidenit thit
" it b barwe Al
vy ailil i Wk e Buinew nere
fur ity ot beasd o sftraight inte Lhe
1 1 U "
e all VUtlously o the earner of
1 | n T wnlhen the hurpying
e 1 i it praamesid oo
. . NI sy TRy
e Wl i the dense phiailows of th
i, s eare st for the sound of
Lusivning fontatom
Andh sonder whieady Just hesond
' . of the grove of onks wild
a1y wirtel tlie Tk
! o Lha iilia ran dow |
stbed, B mlvw the man he had fo
we
Al ithaneh the nlaht wan ton
iR for Niie ta ae ANyt HEE vivarly,
i ctiged ghnethingg tn the man's
b, ek he Knoew thar 1 was pot
1rafronne, bt Omear Fstaliroosk
. e110d . whiy | ti b
1 it appeieny thee Laall yis P 1
A J [ n
[ I i aed dire trtbie i MesiT
L ag ' e | .
ar he o I p o his mind swifily
nu-d & h by irE nnugn,
f WinK ste pping
i e Koo ing lw ¥ Lhiulden
r L o Larned B welll not
i
“They'va ropad tha pora davil in
and are pla i for the fall guy.”

was Lhe thuought which decided Liack
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' ' amh .
& as ) “
. A () &
" L] i - & .
e ¢ ]
“as [ . .
™ w he &an pen e
grave, @ by g it o ard 0
famgiun And now ol jrm e -
it 8 iMtie holloe, had gone and
aul Wpon the farihes e I ha
Brvpped down tepand 4 ra
1 e Trall s the W
& hiwis The « oWl oy YL T "
i was & hail miis Iy L
Borns, upmin Wwie hands atild kores i »
P wirewn favine 10 was Jark hnrw
beait pert mor Ak Ahat ek iy wiid
ol v what e was daing
s whiy stepped Twenly pacas
amay and wmal lu--l pureiad e
|} 4 1 ’
wlih bt boav swighnd seveunly
five . et petemds
lim »an il | lem M o n arvld
§inms i a i 1. " 0
that niEht pet A hatidas wode
Very o valy e ki o sl
o be woned, Hlavk Ml ¢aime
i i il e wal sl ten fost
waay, whooa e oron bimd oW 2 b
BWe woaltaied Inulileie
(17 Ml hear Foatalwr k's u
LILE TR RELT i ar 11T i
itin . eiumal
awny i A B L | mews byitin
il i A " il L il Iy 1
hs . Neg
(R Timmd A e boakingg
i el Ak h
[ L CET T waln, . t K man (
v opewiet o made
“ hande w Ther namly il
been, seongibge out the soft Jive 1T |
dropped plan |} LT b bl
laken f " ‘) et
Mooy ™ woas Mack al's g k
thomul | LI AR ' N sl
something and hias sl LSLLl i [
I sk Ko Lhe oty they ve taken
In on erooked caltle work'™
The thin wlutever 1t was, wonild
moon be hiibdo Fastinhrook had ol
peady Latld ham hands aaln on the fat
o be mil woam 1HIRIREE 00 e el to
send 1t tappling back to cover Lhe
bietle e ol e

Plack Hul saw his opporiunity and

tonk 1t He rosg from aimong the
ahindows, mid of he came Torward
madd abhraptly., bt nona  the  less
ety

“L owant to talk o you o minute,
Fmtahr {Ned
Osear had stralght sned
Jirked back at the firat word as
thoueh a moan hnd struck him At
the Witle ery whipped from his lips
War ane of wturtled termre
Maek Yol came on and  stappesd
when unly the froshly moved wtona
oy bwtwesn them
1 bween dy’ for o smoke for two
hours,”™ he wedd Jght!s o an his loaned
went to the pooket of fis anbst toned
Vet "We can smioke How 1 wuess
thore won®t be sayvbody around *™
% an damned pving poocak”™
ertesl Estabrook hoarsely, both rage
and fear in s volee now
I Know It And 1 dun't ke my
Julby pone Lo wpak on. Bat it don't do
4 grenes oo wiam whonmt 10 Fat.

UL |

goarette and lghted 1t
further, sesaking for
the begininiiue, wihille Oscar stood wilt-
Ing for Ll tu kKU on, eyeing him anx-
boanisly

UNow, i ogogn’ 1o Iay my eards on

Mo mde Niis

Vwefare lis sk

the tinhile, #ve iy ol v, and faon
up, Estabrook I guess (1"s the hes
wiv, And Pmodoin® v beesass T don't

belivves you're so much o bad man ax

y fuo Phat's plein enough for
start, aln't ¥

“Bhr v know whom yeu're talk-
Mg 16T Pl Vst brook

"Yoa," coolly "Moo my boss, =hn
can fire o me s soon as he g il
ared renddy Ot oo sin” to talk jes'
the s abid b pin't guin' o thrn
me

You'se been trottin® with men, as
It oaln't posd and ain't
pardners Which means
and Clabhy Jordan And you've got in
bid somewhore, and got in desp
diwivin e ! Sow, you'rs galn® 1o

ireak with them juspers short off'
Vs kinda Inte now to do i, but |1
Eusss (1 oain't too jate'™

“When you go te telling me what
v toy ™

CWhich Um daln’ right now,' stern-
Iy Yo Jes' Usten. | don't know as
A up to vou (o sny anything this
trige I win't podn’ to oven ask soun
iy guestions Thines has happensd
me | Know purty oear wll 1 want o
hnow

“What do soun ‘vau"'

Thm Jittle apurt of anger was gone
thers was only the growing fear isft

‘What do you Kknuw?"

‘That'sn jes’ what 1'in goln® tn tell
you, b Rknow fire' ™ blurting it out
suddeniy, dropplng bie volce a little
all @ that stickh-up party ut
Sy e w rousd-huuse!

My GGod!™ eried Odenr b
“Your tryin® to talk ks & guorant
cowpuneh didn't fool e Ay more'n
the rag yvu tied about sour face Jdid!
I knowed your walk and | knowed
your voles. 1 wan Kinda sorey after

FITZALAN

B i b B A A

' i . o .
- " ® % Hhify
i » . thae
» ® aleut ARy
i o . A & grhe
® L1
i nate. and
: . 4 §ooar
. - i
t . e bupde
"
the y I wrowh Tense 84
-l a - f was
he foar uwpoi
g e 110
L . ] # it ha had
Lwued o ¥ yi whicrh bhe
i r o bows ending
\
. W . 4 b & 1 o abeu
' i
Mack W . | & - N g
. Y wam biof snfaimpt, haif
il
" L i Wwan
-. r i R L A 1]
. ' ang dAiw it
r- 1 LLLITIT TREF S e Iy & puie
What a | » Y ! [T
ol Flat's whas we'sre
B aboy You know what
L] I W sl yom T The ’
'\' .’,‘- L | & Y stiid | rwukon yuu
'.. " P I 't aPMer
i I i You you mol 1a CTRC T}
tnig ot dogs | guess 1 you
" Wilh el signilh
e | LT | me Jigrty elone
ik il I Iew® Bl
s oW I Kipoow 7 i
o, -\'-n ofoul A ol muttersd
L ] L] ' "
Kuew 4l 1h
it gl i £ x . W lme
ket vl
e Ak now - ook
1w r.' Ket G mlaning at his ACTUsnar
Atd Hhion rinning o wiligly
It Jas ANst mow, ot balt an hour
..]u.- hat | Kknew = hat 1 muet do
MU muct besik with them And
un .‘.' L OKBow everyihing- and 1t's
-l..lll: W Lily s dldd "It pin't never
g ... bW s wise ald temale lady

R Hal drew neditnt '
Cigaratie (tAtivmwly st B

You see |t
Wfter vour waip
te pull out wi
gein® to bl s

Bappsne I ain't aut
none. Voin're golng
i you ean, and I'm

u

CHelp ma? wonderingly  “Foy
) Vew, me Atd  you gt e he
Mumb square with me  from right
finw un And you got 1o atand up
e man and e your share MmJ

Himes ane head e besttar'n tw

" n\h” of them timen : I
TR gainT to leava (F up ¢

what o do, an . " te

whit I 38y ©an you 86 Youl %y

""..l" now 1o coms 1o them terma®”
What are you going te ao™ de.

mandwd woar, nilekly

“Firs' thin 'm goln' to head of
Ilu-.f-.-r Wt of five hundeed cattin
You'l oughia had more sense than
ey that an. New', 'mgoin' to collee’
The monsy as has alrvady come in
from sellin’ cattle to Willoughby, and
s#and it where 1t belongs, 1o the old
man buck Eant. Or eolse you and me
will huy some more stocks to take
the place of them as 8 gone. That
might be the bes' way, and we'd bhe
apt to get nway with It without stir-
rin' up u ot of talk **

Dscnr tried
Wis nervous attempt jarred on both of
iy

“You are golne 1o eolleet  that
money® You talk as if all you had to

Ao woas e ask for It oand have 1t
handad over to vyog'*

FWhicl comes  piirty nsar helin®
e The prinee has been keepin® 11,
aln’t e He got scarsd snbout some
thing to-night and handed it over to
you, didn't he®

NoU with sharp empliasis, “We
Wore together to-night, but we wars
st playing pokert’ - —

I was outside.” cut in Black Hal
I ke | know what happened. You
layed Lim and | guess you dida't win
heavy e went o bis room and you
woent to your window and shot up the
shade and stood lvokin® out and cus-
sin' your luck. In about a minute
Acine ane come In' -

You cur!™ (wcar spat
“You Nrty, snoaking cur'"

A widden wrath flamed up in the
cowhos's vyen. His hand fell heavily
upon Kstabirook's shoulder

1 dan't them kinda words,”
he minid aternly. “And vou aln't jes'
the tan o use om to me right noaw!
Foniden, | told you once | aidn't Like
my kb 1 waw what | saw, and it's
a gl thing for sou [ did—else, may -
e, we wouldn't have Lud this talk
to«nignt **

“You aeem o have seon pretty near
¥ everything sald Osear hotly, *Hut
you have no vight to misunderstand
te musjudge Sha camas to me, just 10
shiow me what | must do, to make

e
Hal

at him

Tikes

"Walt A& minute™ Hlack
stappesd out the words suddenly, 1

doln't say anything about a ehe
Wiasn't it Dufresns who came Lato
your room ™

“Nou didn't ses that™*

"Ny | didn't. 1f i wasn't Du.
frosne, ©dun' want to know about |
You jerked down the shade and |
diin'e wan '

. Then = Well, supposs that it was

lim firmt wlimmar of reapect for Ris
Sinpoaier thn' had sver harned in ths

' » s he L5 1
'd stepped in, "causes | guoksed f was }:.-{- he 'l, l: [;‘q:.::: ;I‘:.'\Iut 2:: was
N n f lokie you wis playin L oand We tind not misjudged her, and he
ur bantern frien's  tha LW b ssan thiat, At least, Oscar wad man
ivn Tiglvrin un givan Lal O L R L ugh 1o want to shisld Ber from the
vld West sturlf, 1 Bkd  BROURS  paylte of Bar Linprudenes )
II'I, r“u:'.m"uu for ‘v O 1 uEht b was the prines, |
t il only some {1} nt * shmativht that e had A .
Tyiy that ¥ doged ot up diffrent \h-:l“" & \: -Ma "!: 4 A ‘: :J‘::l:t"“
vl onesededd the inoney bl N g thgt b COMUE W " y o t\ﬂ"'
Wi btk to Lake I wWlhekvtwl jud iy ' '
uhl et it W | u g 1 Llystered
“Youwre crasy' | don't hnow what Opoar with u tandy attempt at inde
Yoo ate taking abiliat e e ' y  affalr I do no
That's all right anid 1'm deny Piines YU acete e ob
Goln® the talkin one thing, But tha! Juovs Kive you thy Maht
wnd 1t wasn't Dol il Fusinress, ¢ i1 i 4] e unt upeen
il 1 o was goin’ tu keep 'y oMl N A
whiat I gt ARk for any night, Esta-
“Ihut that min't a I sanl wius hrook ™
o to show you ms hand il in It was wery ciimly spoken, vt
gon' to o (1t (NI T P othiat come | w o ' Ietvrming
than hers crooked v tle wor tinn want v Owear's
Tho Hitle hope winch » e oup 1N
g IR wart that wisiy knrw | MHa Continued )
f nothing mava thn SANTYY it
Bwavna's roadpocuse wia B » ithil = A
forgotten Tha suifling cry that broke e ——
fFrovm m now was ke that of sope Ta » » " .
Al 1 it oo gt bl GOING AWAY FOR THE
“Logot wiss e that vt s L SUMMER? Remember The Eve-
vomienecde and op bag ran of uek for
Vonk LNt evory Mg twu hadred mnre Sworid jrem *l veek a
sa dn't Know abiout i s Tonl i
Yadiness, atid Wl thines can’'t hs "-"""l it‘!l.* "1?""' e m“‘el"“.
e hare, Ko i e manelt | week's reading! Have The Eve
o tahen, Ui goin® to tell sou what | oning World sent to your sum.
1 know
“The Prince and Club Jordan s L“"e' address, b
runnin’ the deal, with you lovkin' oo - —

i

pou're moin' to o ¢

to lnugh A Iittis, and




